Episode twelve

Episode twelve
Peter & Jesus

How to use these studies

The study in front of you now is adapted from the 2014 Illuminate material. It is designed to be
used by youth & young adult groups, small groups, or families to journey together through the
Gospel story over the course of a year.
Illuminate Camp is based on a practice of ‘storying’, recapturing the stories behind the Bible
texts we have heard so many times. It is an inherently community–based practice, involving
reading the narratives together and participating in discussion as a group. The aim is to hear
the stories as if it was the first time; to try and put aside the years of knowledge you have
accumulated and hear them fresh.
To get the most out of these studies, we recommend the following process:
•

Get a group of friends to journey through these stories together. These studies are also
ideal for family groups. (While it is possible to do these studies solo, we cannot oversell
how much better they will be if you do them as a group)

•

As a group, read aloud the original Bible texts, based on the references below.

•

As a group, read aloud the Illuminate re–write.
◊ As you hear the story, make notes of things that stand out to you and questions that
you have.

•

If possible, read the original texts again, perhaps in a different translation.

•

Discuss the stories as a group. Use the supplied questions as a guide, but don’t be afraid to
follow the discussion. Explore the stories wildly, asking every question that comes to mind.

•

Pray together. Included in each study is a small Experience station that can be used as a
guide for prayer and reflection, either as a group or individually.

We hope that you find this material as encouraging and stimulating as we did on camp. If you
were on camp to hear these stories, we hope you find something new this time through. The
Gospel stories are rich and complex, and no two times reading them are ever the same.

Episode 12: Peter & Jesus

Intro

There’s something in Peter that just wants to be close to God. I think that’s the thing that makes
him so relatable, and also the perfect focal point of the Gospel arc. When Peter sees Jesus on
the beach he dives into the water, heedless, desperate to be close to his mentor. The rest of the
disciples are patient enough to just take the boat in. Not Peter.
This enthusiasm for God, this desperation to be with the person of Jesus, completely
overwhelms Peter’s shame and fear. In that moment the shame of denial melts away, the guilt
of sin becomes irrelevant, and all that matters is Peter throwing himself towards Jesus with
everything he has.
Peter’s character arc mirrors the Bible story as a whole. Humanity shares that same innate
desire to be close to its creator, despite our failings, despite our sin. And God welcomes us back
in the same way he does Peter on the beach.
We can easily fall into traps of guilt, shame, and fear. We feel our own inadequacy so easily. We
begin to forget the simple truth that God wants us with him, and we innately want to be with
God. The entire Gospel story, all the actions of Jesus, exist to draw us back into that close
relationship we enjoyed in the Garden at the beginning of time.
Access a video version of this introduction at vic.youthvision.org.au/GodWithUs

Bible References
John 21; Matthew 28:16-20

Story

Sodden ropes hummed under the strain of being dragged out of the water once more. Strong
hands wrapped themselves around the edges of the nets and pulled. Muscles tightened and
arms bulged as the woven ropes slithered limply onto the boards of the boat. The last of the net
piled itself up against the hull and the men stepped back to admire their catch.

After a moment of silence, Peter kicked despondently at the empty net.
“Nothing. Still nothing,” he lamented, turning his eyes to the east, where sun was just beginning
to peek its rays over the hills. Dawn was breaking. It was time to head back to shore and get
some sleep. Peter leaned heavily on the edge of the boat. And now it seemed like he couldn’t
even fish properly.
“Never mind, Peter,” John said gruffly, clapping him on the back with a meaty paw. “I don’t think
we’ll have much time for fishing now the Rabbi is back.”
“Right,” said Peter neutrally.
The others let him sulk and set about turning the boat around. They pointed the bow at the shore
and raised the little sail. As the boat swayed gently though the water, Peter watched the waves
slap against the wood. It was all well and good for John to have an empty net, he and Jesus
were going to be doing whatever it was that Jesus had in store for them all. But Peter... well, he
knew that didn’t include him any more. He could still hear the sound of the rooster crowing as
the words hung in the evening air, “I never knew him!”
Now, back in Galilee, Peter thought he could let it all go. He thought he could return to the life
he had before he met Jesus. But letting go had proven difficult and, as one last memory before
they went their separate ways, Peter had suggested a night’s fishing. A handful of the disciples
had agreed, and so they’d hired a boat and pushed off.
But out on the familiar waters, Peter realised he was in more trouble than he had thought. The
motions of fishing, of throwing the net and pulling it back full of fish; the tricks to finding the best
spots to cast a line; all of it felt unfamiliar, no longer natural. Like he was trying to force feeling
back into a leg that had fallen asleep. And if he couldn’t catch fish like he used to... well, he wasn’t
much good at anything else. How was he going to eat, or provide for his wife and her mother?
So with every slap of the waves against the boat, and every creak of the sail, Peter knew he was
getting closer and closer to a future of loneliness and poverty. Part of him wanted to grab the
sail and tear it from the mast, throw it overboard and maroon them on the sea. At least then
he’d be able to keep his friends.
They floated ever closer to the pebbly shore. Standing at the bow, James looked towards the beach.
There, a man was crouched over a small fire which sent an occasional burst of sparks floating into
the morning air.
“Friends,” the man on the beach shouted. “Have you any fish?”
James cupped a hand around his mouth. “No, the waters are empty, my friend.”
The man shouted back, “Cast your nets on the right side of the boat. You’ll find some there.”
Peter looked doubtfully over the edge of the boat. “We’re in too shallow,” he told them all.

Thomas was squinting at the man on the beach. “Try it,” he told them. “Can’t hurt.”
So they spread out the net and, with one coordinated movement, hurled it out onto the gentle
waves. It sank out of sight in a moment.
Within a minute, they all felt the boat rock slightly as the rope on the end of the net went tight.
“Surely not,” Peter said, plucking the rope incredulously. It twanged.
The men all grabbed the rope and hauled. They pulled and sweated and muttered into their
beards. Finally, they managed to pull the edge of the net into sight below the water. It was
teeming with fish, far more fish than the net was designed to catch.
Andrew began to laugh. He looked from the net to the man and back again.
John shook his head, realising along the same lines. “He’s done it again,” he muttered, smiling.
Peter pushed Thomas out of the way to look at the beach. “It’s him, isn’t it?”
John laughed. “Yes, Peter, it’s the Lord.”
Peter dived off the front of the boat and into the water. He swam furiously towards the shore and
pulled himself onto the sand, water streaming from his hair and clothes.
Jesus sat at the small camp fire, poking it with a stick and turning a loaf of bread carefully. He
looked up when Peter approached. Peter floundered for words for a moment, and before he
could settle on something to say, Jesus cocked an eyebrow at him.
“Well?” he asked. “Are you going to bring me some fish for breakfast or are we going to starve?”
Peter jumped slightly and ran back down to the boat to help the others pull the catch up on the
sand. Jesus smiled as he watched them work.
They breakfasted on fish and bread. Everyone talked happily with one another, all except Peter,
who sat in silence while Jesus shared jokes with the others.
Finally, once all the food had been eaten and the fire quenched under a layer of sand, the
disciples got up to pull the boat further up on the beach and moor it properly. But, as Peter got
up to join them, Jesus placed a restraining hand on his shoulder.
“Peter, son of John, do you truly love me more than these?” Jesus asked.
Peter looked around. The others were out of earshot, tying ropes and bundling up nets.
Peter sought for the right words, the words that would explain how sorry he was, how
miserable he felt, how he knew he had betrayed Jesus. Finally, he settled on, “Yes Lord, you
know that I love you.”
“Good,” Jesus responded. “Then feed my lambs.”
After a pause, Jesus asked again, “Simon, son of John, do you truly love me?”
Peter said again, more certain this time, “Yes Lord, you know that I love you.”
“Take care of my sheep,” was the reply.

Once again, Jesus asked Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt. He thought he’d been doing so well. “Lord,” he said. “You know all things...”
Here he paused. Jesus knew all things. He knew about the rooster. He knew about the lies. But,
he knew all things. So, he knew that Peter wasn’t lying now. So why...?
“Yes Lord, you know I love you,” Peter answered, putting his whole being behind each word. He
knew it was true. He knew for sure now that he wasn’t lying to himself.
Jesus grinned. “Feed my sheep, Simon Peter, son of John.” His face grew somber. “I tell you the
truth, my friend. When you were younger, you dressed yourself and went where you wanted. But
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you
where you do not want to go.” Jesus reached out and gripped Peter’s shoulder in a tight hand.
“Follow me.”
The other disciples came back up the beach and Jesus beckoned them onwards. They followed
him off the sand and up a hill, back into town, where they gathered the rest of their friends. All
together once more, with their leader at their head, they walked up a mountain. When they
stood at the top, Jesus turned to them.
He looked down into their faces, and saw their hearts and their heads. Some looked back at him
with awe, worship, and wonder. Some, even now, couldn’t quite grasp what they were seeing,
and were filled with doubts.
Jesus said to all of them, “All authority in heaven and on Earth has been given to me. Therefore
go and, as you go, make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Questions
•

Which part of the story stood out to you? What made that stand out?

•

Who did you relate to in the story? What was it about them you related to?

•

Is there anything about this story that you hadn’t considered before?

•

How was Peter feeling in the lead up to this episode?

•

Why does Jesus ask Peter if he loves him three times?

•

What does it say about Jesus that he would reinstate Peter in this manner?

•

Do the instructions and blessings Jesus gives apply to us today?

•

What does it mean for us to “Make disciples” as Jesus instructs?

•

How do you feel, knowing that Jesus will be with you “to the very end of the age”?

•

Discuss some things you know about Peter’s life after the Gospel story concludes. How does
it make you feel about Peter, knowing what came before and what comes after this story?

If you were a camper on Illuminate…
• What do you remember about hearing this story
on camp?
• Compare that to your response hearing it now. How is
your reaction different?
Did you notice the same things? New things?

Experience

You will need:
•

A bowl of sand

•

Candles (if your space doesn’t allow for candles, you can purchase some fake tea lights
from two-dollar shops)

Gather as a group around the bowl of sand. Have a single candle burning in the bowl. Have each
member of the group light a candle and place it in the bowl. As they do, reflect on the following
(either printed out for participants to read, or spoken by the group leader):
Peter’s three denials came while he stood by a fire. Jesus then offered him
a chance to counter those three denials with three professions of faith.
Peter was a single person, but his influence in the Early Church brought
thousands of people to Christ, and still today his writings are a part of our
New Testament.
The Holy Spirit spreads from person to person like fire between these
candles.
Pray together, thanking God for his Holy Spirit, and asking that he helps your group spread his
stories into the wider world.
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