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How to use these studies

The study in front of you now is adapted from the 2014 Illuminate material. It is designed to be
used by youth & young adult groups, small groups, or families to journey together through the
Gospel story over the course of a year.
Illuminate Camp is based on a practice of ‘storying’, recapturing the stories behind the Bible
texts we have heard so many times. It is an inherently community–based practice, involving
reading the narratives together and participating in discussion as a group. The aim is to hear
the stories as if it was the first time; to try and put aside the years of knowledge you have
accumulated and hear them fresh.
To get the most out of these studies, we recommend the following process:
•

Get a group of friends to journey through these stories together. These studies are also
ideal for family groups. (While it is possible to do these studies solo, we cannot oversell
how much better they will be if you do them as a group)

•

As a group, read aloud the original Bible texts, based on the references below.

•

As a group, read aloud the Illuminate re–write.
◊ As you hear the story, make notes of things that stand out to you and questions that
you have.

•

If possible, read the original texts again, perhaps in a different translation.

•

Discuss the stories as a group. Use the supplied questions as a guide, but don’t be afraid to
follow the discussion. Explore the stories wildly, asking every question that comes to mind.

•

Pray together. Included in each study is a small Experience station that can be used as a
guide for prayer and reflection, either as a group or individually.

We hope that you find this material as encouraging and stimulating as we did on camp. If you
were on camp to hear these stories, we hope you find something new this time through. The
Gospel stories are rich and complex, and no two times reading them are ever the same.

Episode 6: Jesus and the Miraculous

Intro

Miracles have been a part of the stories of God from the oldest writings in the Old Testament.
Supernatural signs have followed the prophets of God, and these signs have been proof of God’s
hand on that prophet’s ministry. Moses summoned the plagues on Egypt, Elijah called fire from
heaven, Elisha healed a man of leprosy.
God did these things through his prophets to demonstrate his power, and he does it again when
Jesus is on the scene, although far more regularly. But the important difference between an Old
Testament prophet and Jesus in this story is not the physical healing of the paralysed man, but
the spiritual healing.
Jesus offers the man forgiveness before he even thinks about healing his body. Part of this is
the simple fact that the physical healing is not the remarkable part of this story. The Jewish
histories feature dozens of equally remarkable physical healings. The amazing new part of this
story is that a man forgives sin. And, even more amazingly, that this power is now extended to
Jesus’ disciples, then and now.
Access a video version of this introduction at vic.youthvision.org.au/GodWithUs

Bible References
Luke 5:17-26

Story

Peter stood against a wall in the house of a rich man where Jesus was staying. Around him, the
house was full to the point of bursting with townsfolk who had heard that the famous Rabbi
was visiting their village. Pushed against the smooth stone of the wall, Peter felt smothered by
the press of people. He could smell the sharp salty notes of the sea breeze through the open
door, but instead of being out on the water where he felt like he could fly over the waves, he was
trapped indoors with a hundred strangers and more outside.
Peter listened with half an ear to Jesus talking to the crowd. But a soft scratching sound
underneath the teacher’s words caught his attention. Peter’s brows knitted as he searched for
the source.
Suddenly a chunk of clay and wood fell from the roof above Jesus. The teacher had to scramble
to the side to avoid being struck by the falling roof.
Peter cursed under his breath and began to push through the crowd. Jesus was staring up at
the roof where more and more chunks of clay were falling onto the cobbled stone floor. The rich
man who owned the house was on his feet red faced with rage as figures became visible through
the hole in the roof. The figures vanished and the new skylight was blocked momentarily by a
man being lowered by ropes to the stone floor inside.

The man was gently lowered onto the ground where he lay in an uncomfortable tangle of limbs
in front of Jesus. Peter expected the man to sit up in the presence of the teacher, but he simply
lay there, staring imploringly. Peter realised the man was completely paralysed.
Jesus was looking long and hard at the man on the floor. Then he nodded to himself. “I see your
faith, my friend, and the faith of those who were brave enough to bring you to me. So I say to you,
your sins are forgiven.”
Silence fell over the house and the crowd within. It was finally broken by a huge dismissive snort
from a Pharisee who now stood beside Peter. Peter nearly jumped out of his skin.
“Blasphemy,” the Pharisee said sharply.
Jesus stared at the Pharisee, blank and intense. “You’re thinking to yourselves, ‘Only God can
forgive sins’.” The Pharisees all shifted awkwardly, and Peter knew they were surprised by
Jesus’ insight. “But,” Jesus continued, “which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Get up
and walk’?” Jesus raised an eyebrow, waiting for them to answer, but the teachers were smart
enough to spot a trap when it was presented to them. Jesus turned his back on them and looked
intently at the man on the floor. He held out a hand. “Get up. Pick up your mat. Walk home.”
The paralysed man hesitated. Then he extended his hand. But Jesus’ was still out of reach.
So the man pulled himself up on his elbow. Then he sat himself up. Then he pulled his legs
underneath him and knelt, reaching out his hand to Jesus.
Peter watched in disbelief as the paralysed man slowly, unsteadily, got to his feet and grasped
Jesus’ hand.
A cheer went up from the back of the crowd. It tore through the house like a tsunami, with every
man there joining in. The formally paralysed man rolled up his mat and walked through the
parting crowd, outside into the sunshine to meet with his friends.

Questions
•

Which part of the story stood out to you? What made that stand out?

•

Who did you relate to in the story? What was it about them you related to?

•

Is there anything about this story that you hadn’t considered before?

•

What does this story show us about Jesus? …about the culture he lived in?

•

The friends of the paralysed man were desperate to bring their friend to Jesus. Have you
ever felt that way?

•

Do miracles like this still happen today? Do you have any experience with miraculous
healing?

•

Why did Jesus begin with forgiving the man’s sins before healing his body?

•

Jesus has given us the ability to forgive sins in his name (John 20:23). How does that affect
us today?

•

Do you ever find it difficult to live with the responsibility of forgiving sins?

If you were a camper on Illuminate…
• What do you remember about hearing this story
on camp?
• Compare that to your response hearing it now. How is
your reaction different?
Did you notice the same things? New things?

Experience

You will need:
•

Paper and pens

Spend some time thinking about your friends and the people in your network who you would like
to encounter God. Write down their names (or draw their faces, if you are so talented). As you do,
reflect on the following (either printed out for participants to read, or spoken by the group leader):
Throughout the Gospels, people are filled with enthusiasm to bring their
friends and relatives to Jesus. Their passion for God flows out of their
own lives and into the lives of others.
Jesus offers healing, both spiritual and physical, to the man in the story
because Jesus saw the courage and faith of the man’s friends.
Pray for the people on your list, bringing them before God, that they might have powerful
encounters with God that begin to heal any brokenness in their lives.
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